
DO I NEED TO REGISTER 
MY COPYRIGHT?

T h e  s h o r t  v e r s i o n :  Y E S !



Your friendly legal eagle
M e e t  K i f f a n i e  S t a h l e



WHAT 
COPYRIGHT 
PROTECTS



Thomas the Teacher
• C r e a t e d  a  w o r k s h o p  c a l l e d  

H o w  t o  D e f e a t  O n l i n e  

C o p y c a t s  

• C r e a t e s  s l i d e s  a n d  

w o r k s h e e t s  t o  h e l p  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  d e a l  w i t h  

o n l i n e  c o p y c a t s  

• A n o t h e r  t e a c h e r  w r i t e s  a  

b o o k  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e



Molly the Maker
• C r e a t e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  c a r d s  f o r  

e a c h  s t a t e  w i t h  u n i q u e  f a c t s  

a b o u t  t h a t  s t a t e  

• A n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t o r  c r e a t e s  

c a r d s  i n  a  s i m i l a r  s t y l e  a n d  

o n  t h e  s a m e  c o n c e p t  

• B u t  w i t h  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

c r e a t e d  a n d  h a n d - l e t t e r e d  b y  

t h e  i l l u s t r a t o r



Courtney the Coach
• C r e a t e d  t e c h n i q u e  o f  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  c l i e n t s  

• T o p i c  o r d e r  i s  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  w h a t  s h e ’ s  s e e n  

• C r e a t e s  w o r k s h e e t s  t o  

g u i d e  c l i e n t s  t h r o u g h  

t e c h n i q u e  

• A n o t h e r  c o a c h  t a k e s  t h e  

o r d e r  o f  t o p i c s  b u t  

c r e a t e s  o w n  w o r k s h e e t s  

a n d  w r i t t e n  c o n t e n t



Molly the Maker
• D e s i g n s  t o p s  w i t h  q u i l t - l i k e  

p i e c i n g  

• S h e  d e s i g n s  t h e  r e p e a t i n g  

p a t t e r n s  o n  t h e  f a b r i c  

• A n o t h e r  f a s h i o n  l a b e l  

c r e a t e s  s h i r t s  i n  a  s i m i l a r  

s t y l e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e i r  f a b r i c

But…cheerleader 
uniforms could help!



WHY SHOULD 
YOU REGISTER  
YOUR 
COPYRIGHTS?





Magic 
Windows

Within 3 months of 
first publication

Before your copycat 
strikes

Two magic copyright  
registration windows



LicensingSelling Lending

When is first publication?

Digital or physical copies

Allowed to shareTransferring ownershipRenting



What can I group 
together on the same 

application?



Copyright
Batching

Who owns the 
copyright?

Who created the 
work?

4 questions determine 
if they can be grouped

Has the work been 
published?

If so, were they 
published together?



Common creator
Same Kind (e.g. written, 

visual, AV)
Same owner

Grouping Unpublished Creations

As many as you want!



Same owner
Same Kind (e.g. written, 

visual, AV)
Published together

Grouping Published Creations

Only what was published as a group* 

*Photographers you have an exception!



LET’S BE FRIENDS!
Instagram: @theartistsjd 

Facebook: the artist’s J.D. 

YouTube: Kiffanie Stahle the artist’s J.D. 

Ask Kiff videos every Friday via the 

blog, Facebook, and YouTube!


